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Blue shirt with white 
detailing, from ss 

homme; pants, from 
tommy hilfiger. Both 

in mumBai. shoes, 
amol’s own.

Nerve Opner JULY_Volume 170.indd   17 6/24/17   3:04 PM

16  JuLY 2017 

nerve
PeoPle · art · Q&a · books · MUsINGs · teCH

verve’s got the

AheAd of the curve
Be it mosaics or mixed media, experimental video, found objects  
or photography — these seven rising stars are using mediums and 

methods at their disposal to tackle social issues and question 
concepts we often take for granted 

For Impression, his most challenging 
creation so far, he sat in one place for 
three consecutive days while henna 

was applied to his upper back, followed by an 
adhesive which was later peeled off to make a 
‘jacket’. “Like Impression, Detritus and my series 
of dust objects were created to make viewers 
feel disgusted as a response to the visual. 
Surprisingly, they turned out to be the most 
appreciated!” says Amol Patil, whose showcase 
at the Pune Biennale 2017 earlier this year met 
with rave reviews. 

Amol, whose first solo show was held at 
Clark House Initiative in Mumbai in 2013, is 
greatly influenced by his grandfather, a povada 
or Marathi spoken-word poet and oral historian 
on B. R. Ambedkar, and his father, an avant-
garde Marathi theatre artiste who staged plays 
on inequality and mill tragedies that affected 
local communities. “Even though I knew about 
these problems as a child, I never thought about 
them from the perspective I have today. A lot 
must have changed from then to now, yet justice 

is what we all search for through our work.” 
While both have shaped his world view, he also 
considers Francis Alÿs an inspiration, as well as 
the works of Roman Ondak. “Alÿs’ video and 
performative works inspire me because of their 
simplicity and humour,” explains the 30-year-old.

Dust particles, spools of hair and household 
scraps are often his raw materials, and Amol  
is particularly interested in working with kinetic 
and found objects. “My recent preoccupation 
has been to look towards caste and hierarchy 
within the urban set-up. I begin with 
documentation and collection of materials that 
narrate a sense of context,” says the Mumbai-
based creator. A participant in several artist 
residencies in the past, Amol is looking forward 
to exhibiting at The Showroom in London 
shortly. And what’s been his greatest learning 
as an artist? “That art-making and artworks can 
be tools to see social formations from various 
perspectives, which in spite of being local can 
address global issues.”  

-HUZAn TATA  

AMoL PAtIL | Adventurous Thinker
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A Sir JJ School of arts alumnus, 
he tackles social issues with 
the help of unassuming 

domestic objects. Pots, pans, and the 
traditional kulo (used for sifting grains) 
become charged with commentary  
in the hands of Sitaram Swain.  
“i don’t believe in creating my own 
style. i believe it doesn’t need to be 
made consciously, but rather it is 
someone’s limitation or instinct which 
is later recognised,” says the Puri-
based artist. 

Sitaram’s work consists mainly of 
illustrations and installations. “Working 
with diverse media is always a challenge. 
it gives me a chance to think differently 
and improves my artistic vision with 

every new project,” he explains. 
Largely influenced by giorgio de 

Chirico, man ray, Francisco goya, 
anselm Kiefer and gerhard richter, 
Sitaram delves into themes of society, 
culture, people, and architecture. 
His piece There Was Sky Before is a 
response to unchecked urbanisation. 
using stacks of bricks and acrylic paint 
he speaks about excessive construction 
and has explained how ‘this mammoth 
structure when compared to the puny 
bricks disrupts the view to the sublime 
beauty of the sky’. The work won him 
the glenfiddich emerging artist of 
the Year award 2017. another work, 
Winnowing, has rice grains glued onto 
a series of kulos, and speaks about the 

political and economic divides that 
exist between indian states.

While constantly diversifying, the 
28-year-old has never restricted himself 
to a comfort zone. gearing up to 
represent india as one of eight artists 
at the glenfiddich artists in residence 
(air) programme in Scotland, he says, 
“i’m particularly excited about this 
award as i am getting a chance to work 
with artists from around the world 
while at the glenfiddich distillery for 
three months. it is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity. Owing to its different 
geographical situation, climate, society 
and lifestyle, i hope the place will 
inspire me to do something new.” 

-ZS

SAUBIYA CHASMAWALA | Meticulous Maker 

SITARAM SWAIN | Compulsive Questioner 

Inheriting artistic genes from her 
maternal grandfather, she spends 
most of her time in the studio 

playing around with paper, creating 
works of art in the process. With a 
degree in visual arts from the Faculty 
of Fine arts, maharaja Sayajirao 
university of Baroda, Saubiya 
Chasmawala has made a name for 
herself working with scriptures and 
visual texts. “a major part of my 
process involves simply recognising 
the images, stories or symbols and 
materials that keep recurring in my 
mind. i begin with that, and the rest 
follows naturally,” she says about her 
engagement with the art form. 

Starting out as an intern under 
paper artist anupam Chakraborty 
at the nirupama akademy, Kolkata, 
Saubiya grew to love the medium, 
making it a mainstay of her work, 
that was part of In Letter And Spirit, 
a group show at Tarq last year. “What 
fascinates me about paper-making 
is that i can engage with the surface 
from scratch. it allows me to be 
spontaneous because of the time 
constraint. i love to play with paper 
pulp. There are so many possibilities 
to explore,” explains the vadodara-
based artist. One who loves cooking, 
travelling and spending time with her 
pets, she hopes to someday decorate 

her walls with works by nasreen 
mohamedi — “i connect deeply with 
her sense of the sublime,” she says. 
incidentally, Saubiya has been a 
recipient of the nasreen mohamedi 
Scholarship award, apart from the 
inlaks Fine art award which she won 
last year. 

Saubiya doesn’t take the “urge 
to create” for granted, finding those 
moments when she’s not inspired to 
create art truly challenging. Seeking 
most of her inspirations from her 
memories, she is now looking forward 
to a showcase of her latest works at 
Clark House initiative in September.  

-HT
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