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The path to
freedom
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Sameer Kulavoor, Series 6, 2017.

@neofthe first films I watched soon after I finishedcollege—
livingaloneina newci areporter and with friends to fill
every [ree moment—was Dil Chalta Hai. Bangalore of the
S W removed from Sydney, Mumbai orGoa,
1Sen writesof the filmthat released 25 yearsago. it
was~anadvertisement fortheyouth we wanted”, even though
we had it far. farbetterthan most of ourpeers.

“You have it so good” hastended to be the prevailingsenti-
ment whenoldergenerationstalkdown to theyoungerasking
formore orjust expressing themselves. It's nearly three weeks

smcelhel). ades were taken down, the murals washed
nd the memes replaced on our algorithms, but the
moulhufplnloslsul.ldnl.lrMAnldr.m(llhob.ld.lasl\.nesull
vivid enough to feel like they're of the moment. In that spirit

of self-expression, for our15 Augustissue, we asked Gen Z

what Independence Day means to them. | 3 ined
with freedom. aturally, thepeople we spoke togravi
tated towar leal. At theheart of what GenZ wantsis
the freedom to live without fear, much like the hundredsof
thousandsofyoung people who resisted the British. Gen Z

labels.judgement, conformity, friction, silence—but it’s really
aboutgettinga fairchanceto become their own person. It's
lhcsmnu(lmlhnl .Julhrum..hthcxcc nt prote:

To remember (he time that led upm 15 August 1947 and
onward to where we are now, we have astory on the photogra-
phy projectof Taha Ahmad, who spent months with families

newbookon Tyeb Mehta, the artist who witnessed Partition
andspent the restofhislife trying to cometoterms with the
it slashed through lives, and ofthe memoirsof Quitatu-
lain Hyder, who livedon both sidesof the border before and
after Partition. Our watchlist also s hints of free,
including a Korean film about soldiers on no man's land.
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Write to the editor at shalini.umachandran@livemint.com
@a@shaliniumachandran
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v NEW ONSCREENS

Anne Hathaway and Ewan McGregor have dinos next door,
Reacher breaks more heads, and other titles to watch

COCKTAIL2
Diya (Rashmik {! Iherpartner, ki ShahidKapoor),are on holiday in Sicily where they bumpinto Ally (Kriti
Sanon). Diya, unsure of Kunal’s commitment totheirrelationship, approaches Ally witha proposal: would she try and seduce

hcrbml'nem
L,|Ih tomake us feel much for these confused hedoni

and see if he resists? Homi Adajania’s film,whichreleasedin theat,
. (Netflix)

sinJune, ha:

sunnysurfacebutistoo

REACHER

“The big manisback. In the fourth sea-
sontof thisactionseriesbasedon Lee
Child'snovels, Jack Reacher (Alan
Ritchson)isin Philadelphia doing
what he does best: helping out
peoplein need and breakingheads.

PLAN THE WEEK

AHEAD

QUANTUM ENCOUNTERS

cience Gallery Bengaluru

has opened an exhibition

season, Quantumn, built
“around not know I
long show
works of science, art and design
thatexplore one of the most
(Ull)ple\l(l& in physi

superposition, entan-
glement, tunnellingand the
observereffect, the strange fact
[h.llnl)\uv.m()nd ngesout-

walkinto, tor
about, not just read.” ighlights
include Observer Effect, an inter-
pretation of the double-slit
experiment, and Women in
Quantum Physics,spotlighting
phy sthe field has oftenleft
outofthe frame.

At Science Gallery Bengaluru,
Bellary Road, Bengaluru.

handargue

Gen Z embraces
ndmahobbies

Ider teenagers and 20-some-

thingsaredeliberatelypursning
N\ pastimes that require them to 1V 0 yed
stay offline and work with their hands
such as knitting, crochet, gardening,
pickling, baking and embroide
]uunsmhngslm\m\curlhc.n( tivity pro-
g ac mmlerponu to
entless s| r
|h(‘irli\(‘s.”()hh S §
coty pedasthe preserveof
the  elderly—dubbed

“grandma hobbies”
social me i

—are finding appeal with
Gen Z. While many embraced analogue ertrain,
activities during the pandemic, plenty of of s

ndl 20-somethings have contin-
uedlongafterlockdowns. The chanceto
create something tangible i
draw forageneration

Tamid digital
es Reem Khokhar. anglesin

THE END OF OAK STREET

Afamily of four finds their neighbourhood mysteriously transported toa place
nd Ewan McGregor

whereprehistoric creaturesroam free. Anne Hathaw
starin thisfilm by David Robert Mitchell. (In theatres)

(Amazon Prime)

C its footprint by opening a

space in Mumbai's Horni-
||mntu(le Thisisan addition to

MY BRILLIANT CAREER
Syhylla (Philippa Northeast),
I

and Alyssa McClellandand devel-
opc(l by LizDoran, adapts Miles.
sfamousnovel. Sybylla

Harry (Chri: r)]!l)cl‘Cl{llllg) shape
her world. (Netflix)

Compiled by Uday Blatia

Off-roading SUV's

are going clectric

ercedes-Benz launcheditselec:

AA trified G-wagon in India last
~Barringthe green number
plates, the Mercedes-Benz G580 EQ
Technology Edition ®@ne seemed very
v, the much likeitspetrol counterpart. A
sinceit'sheenon Indian roads, Sk

Das drove the electric
SUVon the bumpy tracks
of Khetri, Rajasthan, a
route withspo: charg-
ing spots, expanses of

dust,
P

Is.Evenwithanclectrifi
theGSBOEQremai

and diesel brethren. It's a sure-footed
vehicle and each of the wheels hasan
a strong independent electric motor, which ena-
bles drivers to manage tight steering
ky environments.
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Doingaresetina
second home

or some city dwellers, a
homeinthehillsorona fa
merely aninvestment buta way to
ate an alternative lifestyle. Rather
than treat it as a space for
numberofurban Indians are usingit to
i ay of life they can’t

v, writes
~ Foran
prenear that could
an farming  during
weekends, foradancer, it
couldbe tryinga gurukul-
like setting for classes or evenjust find-
ingaw \'turosolfx()mmhanllfe Rdlhvr

s dwellers, spending time at
(he| seumd home helps them value a
f

them more intentional in the w:
approach their “weekday jobs™

Benga-
luru. l"h(-;..lllvr\'husn]x-n('(l
witha group exhibition, 7he
Urban Biome, featuringartists
such as Krisha Bhuva, Hemanth
\ Simran Yagyik
Shinde. Curated by
VivekRadhakrishnan, the show
exploresrelationships between

\ solation. Objectsg:
around otherobjects,

AtKYNRYNY, Mumbui, till 4
September, Ham-6pm (closed on
Sunday and public holidays).
—Compiled by Avantika Bhuvan

Alevel-headed Indo-
Pak war series

here

s enough sczlllcmd across

series Operation Snfﬂd Sagarto markit
outasanunusually level-headed piece of
pre-Independence Day war propaganda.
Set in the late 1990s, as Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and Nawaz Sharifl
prepared to meet for his
toric peace talks in
Lahore, it follows the
Indian Air Force's Golden
Arrowssquadroninto the
Rargil War.engineeredalmostsimulta-
neously by General Musharraf, that
derailed what could have been asolution
to years of border conflict. Operation
Sufed Sagar occasionally drags and
doesn’'tshunits propaganda duties, but
i’ ewarnarrative that keepsa cool
head, writes Uday Bhatia.






