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Oncofthefirst films I watched soon after! finishedcollege­
livingalone in a newcityasa rcponer and with fiiendslofill 
every free moment-was Di/ Clw/J1t1 Hai. Bang;1lorc of the 

e:irly 2000s was far removed from Syclncy. Mumbai orG�1. 
but as Raja Sen writes ofthc film that released 25 rears ago. it 

was "an ad\'crtiscrncnl for the youth we wanted". even though 
we lmd it far. farl>etterthan most ofourpccrs. .. You ha,,c it sogood" has tended 10 be the prevailing senti­

ment when older gcncrnt ions t;ilkdown to the younger asking 
for more or just expre-;sing themsel\'es. Ifs nearly three weeks 

since 1he ba1Ticades were taken down. the murals washt:d 
away and the me mes replaced on our algoritluns. but the 

month of protests atJantar Mantar and the backlash are still 
vivid enough to feel like they·reofthc moment. In that spirit 
of self-expression. for our 15 August issue, we asked Gen Z 

what Independence Day mea11sro 1hem. l1'sa daycmwined 
with freedom.and naturally. the 1)C(lple wcspokclogravi· 
tatcd towards1hisideal. At thehea11 of what Gen Z wanlSis 
the freedom to live without fear.much like the lmndrcdsof 
thousands of young people who resisted the British. Gen Z 

mayhave dilTcrenl words for what thcyw,mt to brc,1k from­
labels.judgement, confo1111ity, friction, silence-but u·s really 
aboutgetting afairchanceto become their own person. Ifs 

thcsamcidca tlrnt ran through thcrccc1u 11mtcsts: tobc 
allow1..,'<l to live in a way that ·s true 10 who they arc. 

To remember the time that led up IO 15 August 1947 and 
onward to where we arc now, we have a story on the photogra· 
phy project ofTaha Ahmad, who spent months with families 
who li,·eby the border in Punjab. Then there·s ourreviewofa 
new book on Tyeb Mehta, the artist who witnessed Pa11ition 
and spent the rest of his life trying to come to terms with the 
way it slashed I hrough lives. and of the mcmoirsorQurratu­
lain Hyder, who lh·edon both sidcsofthc border before and 
after Partition. Our watchlisl also carries hints ofliving free. 

including a Korean film about soldiers on no man's land. 

\VriJe/o 1/ie edilorfll s/wli11i.11111aclwmlnm@Jiue111i111.com 
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FIRST 

NEW ON SCREENS 
Anne Hathaway and Ewan McGregor have di nos next door, 

Reacher breaks more heads, and other titles to watch 

COCKTAIL2 
Diya (Rashmika �fand;mna) and her partner, Kuna] {Sh;1hi<l Kapoor), arc on holiday in Sicily where they bump into Ally (Krili 
Sanon). Diya, unsurc ofl\unal'scommitmcnt to their relationship, approaches Ally ,,·ith a proposal: would she II)' and si.."(iuce 
her boyfriend :uul sec ifhe resists? Homi Adajania's film. 1,·hich released in theatres in June. has a sunny �urface b111 is too 
glib to make us feel much for these confused hedonists. (Nctflix) 

THE END OF OAK STREET 
A family of four linds their neighbourhood mysteriously transpo11ed toa place 
whereprehistoricc.:rc.ituresro:un free. Anne Matlmwayand Ew;m McGregor 
star in this film by David Hoben �lilchell. (In the.itres) 

MY BRILLIANT CAREER 
Syhylla(Philippa Northeast). a 
youngwoman in rural Australia in 
the early 1900s, wants lo become 
a writer. This six-episode Netmx 
scri('s,dir('CtC'd by Anne Henton 
and Alyssa !l'lcClelland and devel­
oped by Liz Dornn. adapts Miles 
Franklin's famous no,·cl. Sybylla 
dashes with f. 
as I Iden (Gen 
Mrs Bossier(Anna 1ance or . 
Augus1:1 (Kate Mulvanyl, and 
Harry (Christopher Chung) shape 
her world. (Kctllix) 

Compilr,I /Jy l',htJ' /J/mli<1 

REACHER 
The big man isb.ick. In 1hefour1h sea­
so11 ofthisactionsc1icsbasedon Lee 
Child·snovels,J;ick Re:1cher(Alan 
Ritchson) isin Philadelphia doing 
what he does best: helping out 
J:lCoplcin need and brcal1inghcads. 
(Amazon Prime) 
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Gen Z embraces 
grandma hobbies 

Off-roading SC\'s 
arc going electric 

Doing a reset in a 
second home 
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QUANTUMEHCOUNTERS S cicncc Gallc1)' Bcngaluru 
has opened an exhibition 
season. Q11a11t11m. built 

·around not kno,,in,1(.Thc 
year-long showcase features 3-1-
works of scicncc.:ui and design 
that cxplo1'C one oft he most 
complex ideas in physics. The 
immcrsi\'ecrcations i11 Qua11-
t11111 ·turn supcrposit ion, entan­
glement. tunnelling and the 
obscr.·er cffcct. the strange fact 
that obscr.•ation changes out­
comes. intothingsvisitorscan 
walk into. touch andaQ,'ue 
alJout, notjusl read." I [ighlights 
indude Obsenrr FJ/iict. ;111 inter· 
pretat.ion of the double-SI it 
experiment, and Women in 
Qmmlllm l'ltJwic.r. spotlighting 
physicists the field has often left 
out oft he frame. 

Al Sciena G{l/lrry Bengaturu. 
/kl/my Road. Henga{uru. 

A•W.t.RT9'ACE 

C 011temporarya11gallery 
hYNhYNY has expanded 
its footprint by opening a 

new sp;1ce in Murnb;1i's Horni­
man Circle. This isan addition to 
its existingoutpostin Bcnga­
lum. Thcgallc11• has opened 
with a group cxh ibition. The 
Urlxm Biome. fea1Uringa11ists 
such as Krisha Bhuva. l-lcma111h 
KumarMavuri, Simr.rn Yagyik 
and Nivedit;1 Shin de. Curated by 
Vi\'ek Hadhakrishnan. the show 
explores relationships between 
humans and the envi ronmcnts 
that they inhabit. "Things rarely 
exist in isol<ttion.Ohjcctsgather 
around othcrohjc.-cts. spaces 
ac<111i re pan icular rhyt Inns.· 
s1a1es1hecurn1orial 1101e. 

Al Kl'NKYNY, M11111bt1i. lill1J, 
Seplembe,·. ftam-6pm (closNl 011 
S111ufltyam/public//olid"yr). 
-Compiled byAvanlika Hhuyan 

r\ lel'el-heaclecl lnclo­
Pak war series 

T here's enough scattered across 
Abhij(}Ct Singh Parmar:md Kus�1al 
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'-"" pastimes that require them to 
stay ominc and work with their hands 
such as knilling, crochet, gardening, 
pickling, baking and embroidery, the 
rx1 i nsl.1 kingslownt: ... 'S.'>Ofl he act ivi1 y pro­
viding a counlerpoim 10 
the relentless .�peed of 
their lives. Hobbies ster-
eotyped as the preserve of 
the chlerly-dubbcd 
·grandma hobbies· on 
social media-are finding appeal with 
Genz. Whilcrrnmycml.m1ced:malo&'llC 
activi tics during I he p,:mdemic, plenty or 
teens aml 20-somcthi11b'S have contin­
uetl longaOcrlockdowns. Thcdiancc 10 
create something tangible is a strong 
drawfor :igcncration r�1iscd amid digital 
noise. writes H.ccm Khokhar. 

I T I year. Baningthe1:,-reen number 
plates. the Mercedes-Benz 0580 EQ 
Tcchnolob'Y Edition One seemed ,·cry 
much like its petrol countcrpm1. A year 
sinceirsbccno11 Indian romls.Shom'ik 
Das {lrovc the eleclric 
SUV on the bumpy I racks 
of Khctri, R,1j.isth:111. a 
route with s1>01-adicd1arg-
i 11g spots, expanses of 
dust. and stretchcsofbro-
ken roads. Even with an electrified pow­
enrnin. theG580 EQ remainsas capable 
of"serious" off·ro;1d drh·ingasits petrol 
and diesel brethren. It's a sure-footed 
vehicle •tml each of 1hc wheels h;1san 
independent elect tic motor, which ena­
bles dri\·crs IO man:1ge tight steering 
angles in tricky environments. 

I merely an investment but a way to 
create an alternative lifestyle. Hather 
than treat ii as a sp:tcc for vacation. a 
numberofurba11 Indians arc using it to 
cxpcrirncnl wilh a wayorlifclhcycan·t 
pursue in the city, \\'riles 
Anjali Kochhar. For an 
entrcprcncm that could 
mean farming duri1ig 
weekends, foracbncer,it 
oould be tryinga)Zllr11k11/-
l ikc setting for classes or C\'Cll just find­
i 11g a way to reset from urban life. Rather 
than giving up I heir regular lives, for 
these city dwellers, spending time at 
(heir second home helps 111cm value a 
simpler way of living as well as makes 
them more intentional in the way 1hcy 

M 

approacli their �weekday jobs

I Srivastava·s six-episode Netllix 
series Operntiou S<(fetl S<1gar to mark it 
outas,m unusuallylc\'cl-hcadcd 1>iccc of 
pre·lndcpcndcnccDap,-arpropaganda. 
Sci ill 1he littcl990s.asAtal Bihari Vcti· 
payee and Nawaz Sharif 
prepared to mee1 for his-
toric pc,u;e 1,tlks in 
Lahore, ii follows Ille 
Indian Air Forcc·sGolden 

rArows squadron into the 
Kargil \V.ar. engineered almost simulta­
neously by General Mush,irraf. that 
dcrnilcdwhat could ha\"C been" solution 
to years of border conllicl. Operation 
Sofa/ Sagar occasio11;1lly (hags and 
doesn·t shun its propaganda duties, but 
it's a r.1rcw:1r narrJtivc1hat keeps a cool 
head. writes Uday Bhatia. 




