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‘What Happens in Basel...

Marius Stiger's Five Cars (Terror Management), 2026, presented by Blue Velvet at Art Basel Unlimited. Photo: Paul
Laster

By PAUL LASTER and RENEE RICCARDO, August 6, 2026

With Art Basel as the main attraction, the Swiss city of Basel was buzzing with cultural
activity in June. Traveling by train on the final day of Zurich Art Weekend, we headed to our
charming apartment and then to the opening of MAZE/Design Basel, which was bigger and
better than ever. Sited in the Elisabethenkirche, a 19th-century Gothic Revival multi-use
church where the now-defunct Design Miami/Basel began in 2006, the design fair added an
outdoor tent next to the historic church to accommodate more exhibitors in its second year.

Overthe coming week, we attended exhibitions at the Kunsthalle Basel, where Mousse
Magazine hosted a preview of Shuang Li's video survey and Janiva Ellis’s solo show of new
paintings, as well as the opening of Liste Art Fair Basel, one of the best international fairs for
discovering emerging artists. While crossing paths with old friends and making new
acquaintances, we spent days viewing and discussing artworks at the expansive Art Basel

Unlimited and the inating main Art Basel fair.
Journeys to the city’s ing galleries and for exhibitions and talks, includi
Hauser & Wirth, C p Fine Arts, Fondation Beyeler, and Kunstmuseum Basel, were

punctuated by visits to Art Basel’s new media Zero 10 sector and the public art Parcours. We
wrapped up our stay with an extended tour of Basel Social Club, located in a vacant
multistory office building—befitting the show's “Office” theme—where the art grew
increasingly wilder.

Scroll through to see some of the captivating people and art that made our visit memorable.
What happens in Basel doesn’t always stay in Basel. WM

MAZE/Design Basel at the Offene Kirche Elisabethen in Basel. Photo: Paul Laster
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BANK's Mathieu Borysevicz with a painting by Liang Hao in his space at the Basel Social Club. Photo: Renée
Riccardo

L
Stems Gallery director Marion Marguerite Denné with Nick Doyle’s Human Resources greyscale bar exploring
themes of workplace control, ritual, and corporate fantasy at the Basel Social Club. Photo: Paul Laster

Shamiran Istifan's Family, presented by Gallery Kendra Jayne Patrick at Basel Social Club. Photo: Paul Laster
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