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It's Lammas weekend - the old harve.�t sabbat, when the wheel turns toward the dark half of 
the year and the reaping begin.� - and there'.� nowhere more fitting to spend a Tuesday 
morning than the Morgan Library's marbled halls, now hung wall to wall with 500 years of 
divinatory art. "Tarot! Renaissance Symbols, Modern Visions" runs through October 4, and it 
is, whether the institution fully clocks it or not, one of the most feminist shows in New York 
this season. 

Tamt!RenaissanceSymbols,ModernVisions 

I arrived expecting a scholar'.� peace and got a crowd instead. New York's business always 
shocks me, hermit that I am. But the crowd was my crowd - the crones out in force, a good 
smattering of the young, the dramatic, the tattooed. All ofus thrilled to be haunting the same 
gilded halls that once housed a plutocrat's private manuscripts. Something has shifted when a 
Renaissance rare-book library needs crowd control for a tarot show. 

TheMillenrnalgaie:TarotattheMorgan 

The Bones of It 

The exhibition splits cleanly into two acts. "Renaissance Symbols" opens with the Morgan's 
own Visconti-Sforza cards - gilded, hand-painted, commissioned in the 1440s for a Milanese 
ducal wedding, reunited here for the first time in North America with sister cards from Italy'.� 
Asrademia Canarg. These were, the curators insist, a courtly game of skill. Full stop. No 
mysticism, no fate-weaving, just aristocrats at play. 

TheChariol·LadyFri<ldaHarris 

Then the show leaps - as these institutional histories always do - three centuries forn,ard, 
into "Modern Visions": the French occultists of the 1780s who first draped tarot in 
supernatural mystique, the British Occult Revival, Pamela Colman Smith's 1909 � 





KnightOfWarods•Lad)IFrie,daHarris 

Where the Show Reveals Itself 

Put the historiography dO\vn, because the art is the point, and the art is glorious. 

D<lath•LactyFriedaHarris 

Lady Frieda Harris's original gouaches for Crowley's Thoth deck are on view, and they're 

staggering in person - jewel-toned, mathematically obsessive, decades ahead of anything else 

being painted in Britain at the time. 

The Surrealists get their due: Lpgngra 9rrin°t9n and�' women who built entire 

cosmologies out of tarot's symbolic grammar while their male peers got the gallery walls and 

the reviews. The show's contemporary wing brings it home with Kim Krans and�­

both post-'80s babies, both leading a genuinely millennial reinvention of the form- alongside 

Bea NC'ttie5's photographic decks and Dgrothy Iannone'§ 60's psychedelic, unapologetically 

erotic interpretations. 

And then there'.�� and�, whose work here is some of the most textural, 

most symbolically loaded in the entire exhibition - a Black feminist mysticism running its 

own current through cards that Europe likes to claim as entirely its own invention. 
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Dorothylannone"s"far out"deckisjust gettingsrnrted 

Tally it up and the show is feminist practically by accident: women creators and 

meta physicians outnumber the men roughly four to one across the modern galleries. The 

Morgan may have undersold its own hi.�tory, but it did not undersell its women. 

The Magician.surrealist status 

The Invitation 

So here's�' the harvest turning toward the dark, and here's a room full of witches, 

femmes and one unfortunate five-year-old kicking the shared gallery couch while his mother 

decided I was the problem - no children were eaten, for the record, the crones and I showed 

remarkable restraint. 

The muggles at large have accepted a tidy story: tarot as parlor amusement that only later, 

almost by accident, picked up mystical baggage. Flip that switch. Sit with the Sola-Busca cards 

a while longer. Ask why a 15th-century friar was already worried about people using cards to 

sec the future, decades before anyone was supposedly doing that. The cards have always 

known more than the official record credits them for - much like the women who kept them 

alive in the shadows of the mundane art world, generation after generation, until a pirate's 

library finally made room. 

�Tarot' RsnaiHang Jymhols Mq¢;m Vi�iom," is on view at the Morgan Library & Museum 
through October 4, 2026. 
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