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Contemporary Now 2026 turns Chennai 
into a city-wide gallery, tracing the 
present through living histories of art 
As Contemporary Now returns, Chenn:ii prepare,� to host ;i.rcistes, galleries and 

conversations finm across the country. 
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Wh:it makes a work of arr conremporary? ls it rhe moment it is created, the macerials it 

employs or the questions it dares to ask? Conremporary arr rarely offers definitive 

answers. Instead, it asks how the past continues to live in the present. That thought runs 

through Practices in Continuum: Tracing the Present, the curatorial theme of 

Contemporary Now 2026. 

For 20 days this month, Chennai will become a ciry-wide gallery. Across galleries, artist 

studios, and cultural spaces, 66 artists and seven leading galleries from across the counciy 

will bring exhibitions, performances, walkthroughs and conversations to the t·ity. 

Visitors can begin cheir day ac Lalit Kala Akademi before making cheir way to an artist's 

studio in T Na gar or an exhibition tliat has travelled from Mumbai, Kolkata or Delhi, 

experiencing contemporary art well beyond a single venue. Ahead of the festival, we 

caught up with curaror Priyanjoli .Basu, parricipating Chennai artists and galleries from 

across the country to find out whar visitors can expect over the next 20 days. 
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Walk the city 

One of the best ways to experience Contemporary Now is to leave the gallery map 

behind and follow the people who know the works best. On August 9, rhe festival 

welcomes audiences to a series of open-ro-all walkrhroughs, inviting them to explore 

exhibitions through conversations wirh artists, curators and gallerisrs. Whether you're 

discovering conremporary art for the first time or returning wich a trained eye, these 

sessions offer a chance to hear direccly from the people behind the works. 

Don't miss! 

• 11.30 am I Walkthrough with George K for I H:ive ;i Dream at George K Studio. 

• 4 pml Walkthrough with K Benitha Perciyal at Ashvita's Flagship. 

• 5 pm I Walkthrough with Ashvin E H:0agopalan at Lal it Kala Akademi. 

• 5 pm I Walkthrough with Sharan Apparao for Masters in Madras at Apparao 

Galleries. 

• 5 pm I Walkthrough with Sanjay Tuhiyan and Preeti Garg for Madras 

Abstraction at Gallery Veda. 

• 3-7 pm I Open House at Ashvita's Archival and Conservation Centre. 
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By the numbers 

• 20 days I August 6-25 I A city-wide celebration of contemporary art spanning 

exhibitions, performances, conversations, and public programmes. 

• 66 artists I One of Chennai's largest gatherings of contemporary arristes, 

representing diverse practices from across India. 

• ? leading galleries I Ashvita's (Chennai), Chemould Prescott Road (Mumbai), 

Chatterjee & Lal (Mumbai), Experimenter (Kolkara), Project 88 (Mumbai), 

T ARQ (Mumbai) and Vadehra Art Gallery (New Delhi) are bringing some of 

India's foremost contemporary art programmes to the city. 

• 10+ venues I From Lalit Kala Akademi and artist studios to Ashvita's spaces and 

partner galleries, transforming Chennai into one interconnected exhibition. 

• 15+ public programmes I Artist walkrhroughs, performances, panel discussions, 

gallery conversations and open houses. 

Entry free. From August 8 to 25. Across venues. 
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