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A Look At The Indian Galleries Bringing Some Of The Most 

Compelling Presentations To Art Basel 2026 
Indian galleries spotlight myth, memory and migration with sharply curated showcases at the 

world's premier contemporary art fair. 
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What started in Basel, Switzerland, during the 1970s, speedily spread across the 

world, including Hong Kong, Paris, and Miami Beach. Since its inception, Art 

Basel is best known for being the zenith of contemporary and modern art that 

foregrounds fresh voices. Happening currently in Switzerland and going on until 

June 21, the art event, following it<; past fonn, brings several impressive talents to 

the foreground again, with some of them being from India. 

This year, India's presence at Art Basel is being viewed less by scale and more by 

sharply curated presentations. From a solo project by Rithika Merchant to a 

focused look at the formative years of Gulammohammed Sheikh, Indian galleries 

are using Basel to foreground artists whose practices engage with mythology, 

migration, history, politics and collective memory. Here are four galleries worth 

watching at this year's fair. 

,. TARQ Presents Rithika Merchant"s Expanding 

Cosmology 

Art by R1th1b Merch,mtut Art Busel 2c20 richikamcrchant;1ns1agrnm 

Mumbai-based a1t gallery, TARQ, makes its Art Basel debut with a solo focus on 

Rithika Merchant in the Statements sector. Titled As the Universe, So the Soul, 

the project is a narrative universe that Merchant conceived and has been building 

since her 2020 series Birth qf a New World. The artist imagines a community of 

hybrid beings that leave the earth and establish a civilisation from scratch, 

developing systems of belief, knowledge, and collective consciousness. 

The centrepiece is a seven-panel installation, also titled As the Universe, So the 

Soul, accompanied by watercolour and gouache works. The project draws on the 

Hermetic principle ''as within, so without," exploring the relation between inner 

life and the worlds people construct around themselves. 

Merchant has emerged as one of India's most internationally recognised 

contemporary artists through works that combine comparative mythology, 

speculative fiction, and ecological thinking. Her Basel presentation demonstrates 

how these themes continue to evolve through increasingly ambitious 

installations. 

2. Vadehra Art Gallery Revisits The Early Years Of 

Gulammohammed Sheikh 
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Soumya Sankar Bose extends his long-term engagement v,rith archival research 

and oral histories. His recent project, We Need To Talk in Whispers, investigates 

stories that often remain undocumented, including gender-based violence, 

domestic abuse, and social stigma. Working across photography, film, and 

alternative archives, Bose reconstructs overlooked histories through extensive 

community engagement. 

Ayesha Sultana, meanwhile, is known for a restrained practice that explores 

materiality, landscape, and spatial perception, while Christopher Kulendran 

Thomas continues his investigations into technology, conflict, globalisation, and 

systems of value. Together, the artists embody the increasingly international 

outlook of contemporary South Asian art. 

At Art Basel 2026, these four galleries present distinctly varied and informed 

approaches to contempora1y art. Yet collectively they offer a useful window of 

insight into where Indian art stands today: as much engaged with history and 

memory as it is with pressing concerns of immigration, caste, ecology, and 

trauma; not bound by anything, it's attentive to local realities while participating 

in global conversations. 




