


Fair Director Angelle Siyang-Le mentioned that each year people are 
curious whether the fair has a theme, stating that the fair flows in the 
"natural direction" of Hong Kong based on what's happening in the market 
and world. There were, however, some trends among HNI collectors in Hong 
Kong with 69% of them focusing on emerging and new talents. 

Gallerist Roshini Vadehra also shared how the fair attracts young collectors, 
adding, "Basel being a strong brand reassures younger collectors when 
they're looking at initiating their collections at the fair." Among Vadehra's 
booth were new works by Praneet Soi, Ashfika Rahman (a recent Future 
Generation Art Prize winner), and Zaam Arif, whose pieces attracted 
significant attention. 

Art Central, within walking distance from ABHK, opened its 10th edition and 
attracted over 43,000 visitors over six days. The fair drew several galleries 
from South Korea and Japan, introducing artists like Sujin Lee at FIM, while 
also showcasing household names such as Marc Chagall at Opera Gallery. 

Beyond the fairs, several galleries presented their artists' Hong Kong 
debuts. Sarah Sze exhibited her work at Gagosian, Emma McIntyre at David 
Zwirner, and Dominique Fung at Massimo de Carlo. Villepin's three-story 
solo exhibition of Yukimasa Ida's work captivated audiences with its 
immersive installations. 

Villepin opened its sole space in 2019 with a strong focus on adapting the 
gallery to suit each artist's work-redesigning the interiors with every new 

show. "The palpable energy that permeated the city this week reinforced 
Hong Kong's role as a beacon of artistry on the world stage," said Senior 
Director Rishika Assomull. 
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Further south in Wong Chuk Hang, a cluster of popular galleries-both 
young and established-continue to thrive. PODIUM, founded in 2023, 
attracted strong interest from collectors of emerging artists. Executive 
Director Charlotte Lin remarked, "During Art Week, I've fielded questions 
like: 'Have they been shown at any institutional shows in the past two 
years? Where has this artist exhibited before? What exhibitions are coming 
up?' There's a noticeable shift in how the industry defines emerging artists 
today." 

"Collectors and institutions now seek evidence of an artist's and gallery's 
sustained commitment to development. It's no longer just about potential; 
it's about witnessing a clear trajectory of professional growth and dedicated 
investment," she added. 

Most of Hong Kong's institutions overlook the scenic Victoria Harbour. The 
Hong Kong Museum of Art, established in 1962, hosted a retrospective of 
Wu Guanzhong, a pivotal figure in 20th-century Chinese art, alongside Xu 
Bing's stellar install Eying East, Wondering West, which blends Chinese and 
English through innovative calligraphy. The museum's senior staff also 
verbally announced its role in organizing the Hong Kong Pavilion at the 2026 
Venice Biennale. 

M+, one of the world's top twenty most-visited art museums, welcomed 
over 2.6 million visitors in 2024. Located in the West Kowloon Cultural 
District, the institution presented Picasso for Asia: A Conversation in 
collaboration with the Musee National Picasso-Paris. "By considering Pablo 
Picasso's extraordinary work throughout his life, this exhibition is built on 
the premise that museums working together can create new ways of 
seeing," said Museum Director Suhanya Raffel. 

In another futuristic part of the city, Christie's new 50,000 sq ft 
headquarters at The Henderson featured Picasso's Femme a la Coiffe 
d'Arlesienne sur Fond Vert (Lee Miller) from the collection of Leonard & 
Louise Riggio, with Riggio known as the entrepreneurial founder of Barnes & 
Noble. The highlight of their 20th/21st Century Evening Sale was Jean
Michel Basquiat's Sabado por la Noche (Saturday Night), which sold for 
US$14,544,212. This sale marked their first collaboration and alignment with 
Hong Kong Art Week. At the ground floor, the Henderson Art Garden 
serves as a public art sanctuary amidst the city's skyscrapers, showcasing 
works by Ned Kahn and Philipp Frank. 




