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Showcasing diversity through clay 
ART - JANUARY 28, 2024 I BY: TAHIR BHAT I 

A two-month-long exhibition of Indian Ceramics, which began last week, brings together artists 
from 12 countries to help initiate dialogue on inclusivity and historical reflections 

The second edition of the Indian Ceramics Triennale kicked off at Arthshila on January 19, transforming the venue 

into a tapestry of contemporary ceramic artistry. 

With over 60 artists from 12 countries converging in a celebration of form, texture, and innovation, this two­

month-long event promises to redefine the boundaries of what is possible in the world of clay. 

The theme, 'Common Ground', is the focal point for a dialogue on inclusivity, intersections between artistic 

precedent and contemporary practice, historical reflections and cutting-edge exploration, and the tangible 

nature of materials versus the fleeting beauty of the ephemeral. 







Mali addresses global challenges, questioning, "In our own country, are we successful in the goal of providing 

shelter and security to all, or have we failed?" 

In the exhibition, the attention of visitors was notably captured by "The Wall". 

Asish Chowdhury, the artist behind this intriguing piece, moulded and transformed clay gathered from various 

protest sites into the shape of bricks, meticulously arranging them into a wall. 

Another captivating exhibit showcased at the event is "Revisioning Bithooras" - an extraordinary yet often 

overlooked feature of Delhi's cityscape and cultural heritage. These intricately adorned fuel stores are crafted 

entirely from cow dung, showcasing a unique intersection of art and tradition. 

Adding to the exhibition's diverse narrative is the captivating work of the Hermannsburg Potters, showcased 

under the title "Nhanha Arna-Urrknga Nurnaka Pmara-Rinya Rinya - This Clay Belongs To Our Country", a 

thought-provoking piece that utilises local wild clay, earthenware, and underglazes. 

The act of bringing the clay from Western Aranda lands in Australia to Delhi, India, is not merely a physical 

transfer but a deeply symbolic gesture, as the artists express. "It is a profound journey, symbolically transporting 

'Country' - culture, custom, identity, memory, and understanding - to be generously shared in a new context. 

This act transcends the boundaries of geography, serving as a bridge between our heritage and the diverse 

cultural landscape of Delhi." 
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