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Boshudhara Mukherjee with her installation. Photo courtesy: Tarq
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Recently, one came across a news article on unsold clothing. A huge heap (the
size of a hill) of apparel from ‘fast-fashion’ had piled up in Chile’s Atacama
Desert. The piece also stated that an estimated 39,000 tons of clothes that
remained unsold in USA and Europe ended up in Chile, annually, occupying large
stretch in its dessert. Most of these were sent to landfills. What was equally
important to note was that these clothes were being produced in China and
Bangladesh. It is baffling to know that the merchandise travels across the globe

in the name of fashion, with a large portion being discarded in a matter of
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months as trends change.
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Fashion industry and the mindless dumping of apparel, which still has

considerable life, has been at the centre of the recent conversations on climate

change and ecology. And this has now become an area of reference for various

creative practitioners. Artist Boshudhara Mukherjee, for one, uses found,

discarded, and bought textile to make immersive installations.
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Also read:

With a formal training in painting, use of colour and the idea of perspective
continue to inform her ongoing work. She started out with a need to break out of
the confined frame of a 2-dimensional painted surface. Mukherjee abandoned
the frame to allow the canvas to rule, decide, and create its own forms. Her web-
like tapestry weaves painted and cut canvases of her own paintings along with
strands of garments and yarn. “The source for found clothes is generally
cupboards belonging to my family and friends, who have been instructed to ‘not
throw anything’ —from clothing to linens to tiny scraps of thread and wool. I use

what I find around me” she says.
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‘Adi’ by Boshudhara Mukherjee. Photo courtesy: Tarq

Also read: This artist's evolving relationship with the book object

While for Mukherjee, the material, associated techniques and processes of cut,
weave, crochet, patch, and knot remain at the core of her practice, a story and
historical association of the garment always exists. She feels that stories are
everywhere. Even something bought will often act as a reminder to the day, who
you went shopping with and your experience of visiting the store. But used fabric
has an added layer to it. “All these memories infuse themselves in the work by
the material just being there”, she adds, describing her work, Adi, in which she
used denim from discarded jeans that belonged to her partner. And then the

stereotyping of objects—like lace that is supposed to be too ‘girly’ a thing—add
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unique interpretations to her work.

Advertisement

She confesses that most of her installations get created in an organic and
spontaneous flow. She explains, “Most works start with something I see or feel

and I know I want to use in a work—like a colour or a piece of fabric or a texture.”

Reflecting on the idea of fashion itself, she confesses that she had not realised
the gravity of the issue until recently. The overwhelming need of fresh water to
produce a garment, use of toxic dyes pose an urgent threat to environment. This
conversation often tends to get overshadowed by the talk of plastic and tech
waste. “The idea of simply throwing things out, especially in a world where so
many have so little, is ironic”, she says. For her, fashion is wearing one’s own
personality and not joining a rat-race powered by the media to benefit a few in
our capitalistic framework. Traditionally in India, in-house stitching was
common. Upcycling was almost taken for granted. For Mukherjee, it was a simple
way of not adding to the carbon footprint, and also to carry along a personalised
touch and memories. “It is the love and respect for material inherited from my
family that shows through in my work, and life in general. I guess my work is
more ‘personal’, it is about my love for fabric and reusing the same. Though, yes,

if there is a commentary, it would be to spotlight the ordinary, hopefully
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inspiring the viewer to look at their possession with fresh eyes,” she says.

MORE FROM THIS SECTION

In this new book of DAG's popular

poems, the personal is exhibition, Birds of

political India, travels to Mumbai
Advertisement

Also read:

FIRST PUBLISHED  30.11.2021 | 09:30 AM IST

What's trending or not Shut
in our bookshelves this iden
week

NEXT STORY


https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cjj1Fk7ylYY6YIryPmsMP9aOUkAiUmIKrZvmbqaeZD9iUt9YREAEgvs-HGmDlgoCAvA6gAbia4aEDyAECqQIhVIFYDJlMPuACAKgDAcgDCKoE4AJP0L7TibNc-Kck022giXqCyq4lgN8dQvddeWjUQjtXR2euOf4p_hLGm8-VVy6iw9mEZaq9wIpW-2Oj8VodE_qGf3gYBAqRgbr56zgtl-Rvc1s_j-GBN8byZi-hW2osDZyOBxoJ0Zjy8oEaSFG8gedaoR0HeNWNjXseuvxXyY8853RndaOQIbIFptZe3gLFphJC6H48lb3VL2YDOZv-yLIvdY3xWZEm5FUqhjlhD-ZGPsWPOilVp46-VxQrj7xVgL879wBcXQ7t3ANm4CmL7ix9cSsejBb1RPrYsAZbsEGA4YWBtouFruLK3q6rygd86yOX5BcASocnioURNsItMHAOJTjbh5isYFfGPsUybg2j3kmKyUJAyKOsanpNekNEonlQioS5NHUC7Xfo6r-QWyhsvQBrF96SLI2DpNRQmh3UlBNUmLV7ap9tjBNw8PE-OAUV0DMe84MjmfO8zXprOvhVwATUo6Ly5wPgBAGgBgKAB7Dlnl6oB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgdsQnrXaMtK69gEYAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDdAVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoGbXeHn7w9_GxVtDTnnSDjeG_fA&sig=AOD64_2j1xHsbjFI2MJexoULQESkdg9H4A&client=ca-pub-6453680425766689&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://vaya.in/water-bottle%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzq3KhbO_9AIVvIdmAh31EQWCEAEYASAAEgJJsvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVnZM0K7cZFCEIFtRJqGPkr7dRjb1gWM8S-4qTZiqafb3jSgS_9SU17qvUUkj0v132cVfUprXN7VQ5rTX6ZoZbLfAM0N_bE7ih2v3bFAxJ4GXCepIF_T88d644CTwZQuRa_aFzP4CJrJRDKGrWIiqD4vVqZohsBBTlpmlUdPnxDk3aPVP5QnD-vRmvR7SuvUDFmmwX_h3W7BO9gsAMm9OLPKUQzNUg8gwXJ4eCvzgmYczvvGAJd4y5U-D1Ox7PpcYos9ErmnRoRxlV1JyhHisWAQGa7GmHBQekXLsaNSny-cwx-M8D2PJQqHhZFjNZBdR3B0kvzPMpEEkxChnOAlPKZ7ik6_2y6SF6Gy0oOTKlnhc80kRIpAdqhTwsPu6EjcsJD_3nuJsJSwVUIYc56ebHEH73CNbCSKSgVXt6VmOSCb_jv7idGCZ_d6MZfGbE3Gnm5sVFIwCPm0WcZH_BfxZZgIC54LD_yVd1yk8bf-DrjYs3rxlkEAucxIXPy3peou9TXTk0nUNPpTIFQ1WaLtVxfpAsbedM0UwIzUS3PWVgXPHHW_v5IoJ6nCmmNaIkavXsSJQoC2xIIMhpS6TFZL1alT5wBUhR1rHYF99ppN301EyDAI-rVQahToS_fV-CxGMzdN5ukhy_LKtbE62UZgyoVQW5MVdtb7UrVOh25MV_YbQ2jxw_Uxjkm2yiXYKQ7ula14pND0zPMnDCFrQQbS6lK5ohzpJR6hTRWsi-EdeucsI_QkGGdGSawl5vxwnkc_3TMxPU5i_Foegqo3lRolDxOhu-RayFN5gFbzXe8E1o4txS7U7p-m5XYKTJiwFFnAy7YnEcdI_UoRmv9KeQTAqgl2i1W3iLTEl7BKHd0zXwSZByoOaIdtJVfi80P1ivn6znSJiYSePsaQuIugnfw145odN_Bw0gAapkysvK-wYZ17p8fQNWxncU10i84qLsN3elE8ZlzVUcijcce6u-Jf6CWVQ3_nzLe4mnYGSYPhcqxoBBumk7WWyIdrwKfwjSJMFonT6_DhEG5kJF5N-iBxwH5Vjm0XuX00UKrzMWsVySZXW0M0xABuJtP3dhIqP0CR9IJ_BYaAosSi1K1anw6u-H9yxh4Yp8UDYGF-kVC8h0PLTJq3je0rFlCTFVxHxWCIGJglAifJQ4qnrUYjUV8XJt8E4MuKIeajFzgNUoCSyHXxtZkf7h6ZMV7TjjuskHSfiBaYjaz6GJ1ilaKusOHG_lDJwvrTHQK0-yfZO43E2ltyOPVt8ZICl47rKQJttR1x3gyEw5VLFdmuX2QDKncOgDIuxNwzTLQkwiC5szmVZWYBVVUD7tY1lWvUPLPWcgR6TGjff-cTSsN98iUYnW8J_Y6jcwMGW6LOdfsmWcBzF0Swe3lh-NDHMy8UNc06GnUSErCpDUh192M2dPrud_DnuWTRlfc3B9ChyxdhxoF4gG-yigauCu0IkaGcE4zi0mZXyJX7b5Nfp4SVRUuuM8Ork39tdCuoc5sDaWhDT_gz_ujHYkjLaEyLp92wdMd2tO2BRDa5MeARr24U7-BkO4cvCCxRKT6Y6cfL_bevSwHVgO8Fd_jj_S0xuoStRbX3xo-uVkOy8BwdEAyCjIDiQV_BcDlalBag7vNwqRQCIrRNKYzSo-FKmHsvlKZRyH1grcuaSbektmtJB5To-ODOGuwg1eoyN4-HqXfrGrwwmRNe3odntX4udEC9LKE6a3lTAXVzPfksGfBRnTYAlWvw6D6GMOudQuU0rE0-lxdTbKpG4nV5URE-PAFi_9MMmuh_RdsZrME0CG0QEIZh4NPcXQ
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVnZM0K7cZFCEIFtRJqGPkr7dRjb1gWM8S-4qTZiqafb3jSgS_9SU17qvUUkj0v132cVfUprXN7VQ5rTX6ZoZbLfAM0N_bE7ih2v3bFAxJ4GXCepIF_T88d644CTwZQuRa_aFzP4CJrJRDKGrWIiqD4vVqZohsBBTlpmlUdPnxDk3aPVP5QnD-vRmvR7SuvUDFmmwX_h3W7BO9gsAMm9OLPKUQzNUg8gwXJ4eCvzgmYczvvGAJd4y5U-D1Ox7PpcYos9ErmnRoRxlV1JyhHisWAQGa7GmHBQekXLsaNSny-cwx-M8D2PJQqHhZFjNZBdR3B0kvzPMpEEkxChnOAlPKZ7ik6_2y6SF6Gy0oOTKlnhc80kRIpAdqhTwsPu6EjcsJD_3nuJsJSwVUIYc56ebHEH73CNbCSKSgVXt6VmOSCb_jv7idGCZ_d6MZfGbE3Gnm5sVFIwCPm0WcZH_BfxZZgIC54LD_yVd1yk8bf-DrjYs3rxlkEAucxIXPy3peou9TXTk0nUNPpTIFQ1WaLtVxfpAsbedM0UwIzUS3PWVgXPHHW_v5IoJ6nCmmNaIkavXsSJQoC2xIIMhpS6TFZL1alT5wBUhR1rHYF99ppN301EyDAI-rVQahToS_fV-CxGMzdN5ukhy_LKtbE62UZgyoVQW5MVdtb7UrVOh25MV_YbQ2jxw_Uxjkm2yiXYKQ7ula14pND0zPMnDCFrQQbS6lK5ohzpJR6hTRWsi-EdeucsI_QkGGdGSawl5vxwnkc_3TMxPU5i_Foegqo3lRolDxOhu-RayFN5gFbzXe8E1o4txS7U7p-m5XYKTJiwFFnAy7YnEcdI_UoRmv9KeQTAqgl2i1W3iLTEl7BKHd0zXwSZByoOaIdtJVfi80P1ivn6znSJiYSePsaQuIugnfw145odN_Bw0gAapkysvK-wYZ17p8fQNWxncU10i84qLsN3elE8ZlzVUcijcce6u-Jf6CWVQ3_nzLe4mnYGSYPhcqxoBBumk7WWyIdrwKfwjSJMFonT6_DhEG5kJF5N-iBxwH5Vjm0XuX00UKrzMWsVySZXW0M0xABuJtP3dhIqP0CR9IJ_BYaAosSi1K1anw6u-H9yxh4Yp8UDYGF-kVC8h0PLTJq3je0rFlCTFVxHxWCIGJglAifJQ4qnrUYjUV8XJt8E4MuKIeajFzgNUoCSyHXxtZkf7h6ZMV7TjjuskHSfiBaYjaz6GJ1ilaKusOHG_lDJwvrTHQK0-yfZO43E2ltyOPVt8ZICl47rKQJttR1x3gyEw5VLFdmuX2QDKncOgDIuxNwzTLQkwiC5szmVZWYBVVUD7tY1lWvUPLPWcgR6TGjff-cTSsN98iUYnW8J_Y6jcwMGW6LOdfsmWcBzF0Swe3lh-NDHMy8UNc06GnUSErCpDUh192M2dPrud_DnuWTRlfc3B9ChyxdhxoF4gG-yigauCu0IkaGcE4zi0mZXyJX7b5Nfp4SVRUuuM8Ork39tdCuoc5sDaWhDT_gz_ujHYkjLaEyLp92wdMd2tO2BRDa5MeARr24U7-BkO4cvCCxRKT6Y6cfL_bevSwHVgO8Fd_jj_S0xuoStRbX3xo-uVkOy8BwdEAyCjIDiQV_BcDlalBag7vNwqRQCIrRNKYzSo-FKmHsvlKZRyH1grcuaSbektmtJB5To-ODOGuwg1eoyN4-HqXfrGrwwmRNe3odntX4udEC9LKE6a3lTAXVzPfksGfBRnTYAlWvw6D6GMOudQuU0rE0-lxdTbKpG4nV5URE-PAFi_9MMmuh_RdsZrME0CG0QEIZh4NPcXQ
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/art-culture/how-an-artist-is-responding-to-climate-change-through-interventions-111634708585212.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/books/in-this-new-book-of-poems-the-personal-is-political-111637846207104.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/books/in-this-new-book-of-poems-the-personal-is-political-111637846207104.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/art-culture/dags-popular-exhibition-birds-of-india-travels-to-mumbai-111638155274673.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/art-culture/dags-popular-exhibition-birds-of-india-travels-to-mumbai-111638155274673.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/books/whats-trending-or-not-in-our-bookshelves-this-week-111637847943612.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/books/whats-trending-or-not-in-our-bookshelves-this-week-111637847943612.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/art-culture/shubh-saran-s-search-for-identity-and-indianness-111637850940393.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/art-culture/shubh-saran-s-search-for-identity-and-indianness-111637850940393.html

