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“In the winter of 2015, the Embassy of 
Poland invited me to visit their country 
for an artist residency. When they asked 
me where I wanted to stay, I said 

Gdansk, for two reasons: !rst, the Second World War 
started from the city of Gdansk with the German 
army attacking a Polish military depot, and it was 
subsequently annexed by Nazi Germany in 1939. 
The second, and more signi!cant reason for me, was 
the Counter-Revolution in the ’80s and the 

Solidarity Movement 
that began from the 
Lenin Shipyard in 
Gdansk and signalled 
the beginning of  
the fall of the  
Soviet Union. 

There was an 
enigma, some kind of 
mystery I had felt 
about Gdansk. As 
children, we grew up 
reading Soviet 
literature [in Kolkata] 
and there was a 
romance to Soviet 
Bloc countries. My 
family and friends had 
also lived under a 
three-decade-long 
Communist Regime 
in Bengal, and when  

I was in college, around 2010, we witnessed it fading 
away, and quickly. Poland, and particularly Gdansk, 
was special because I wanted to see whether there 
were any shared similarities and burdens of a 
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“There was an 
enigma, a mystery 
about Gdansk. The 

Counter-Revolution in 
the ’80s began here, 

and signalled the 
beginning of the fall of 

the Soviet Union.”
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Communist past.  
I wanted to produce a 
body of work that looked 
at common histories and 
the allure of the Soviet 
literature we held in our 
hearts.

Most of Gdansk was 
destroyed in World War II 
by air strikes and artillery 
!re, and was rebuilt brick-
by-brick. I had seen 
photographs of the 
ravaged city and wanted 
to understand how they 
had restored it to its 
original form. The 
buildings in Gdansk look 
old, but they are relatively-new. I stayed in a beautiful, 
150-year-old tenement house on Biskupia Street in  
the Old Town. In 15 minutes, I could walk to the  
National Museum of Gdansk and the Motlawa River was  
a minute away. 

The city, in general, is fairly easy-paced...not too fast, not 
too slow, just right. The streets buzz with small bars and cafés 
and the nights are long. For instance, you may hear a large 

around). In one of these 
concerts, the artists "ung 
"yers from the stage with the 
word dupa (Polish equivalent 
of ‘ass’) at the police, written 
in the style of the Solidarity 
Movement logo. Today, the 
Polish jazz magazine Jazz 
Forum, published in Polish, 

English, and German, is distributed in 103 countries, so you 
can imagine how integral the scene is.  

The other great things are the large-scale murals and 
gra#ti in the city. And, of course, the European Solidarity 
Centre, a museum dedicated to the brave !ght for freedom 
from the Soviet Union by Solidarnosc, the illegal trade 
union led by Lech Walesa. I even met one of the greatest 
Polish artists who lives in Gdansk, Lech Majewski; later, he 
designed the poster of my feature !lm Cat Sticks in 2019. 
Polish posters have a distinct style and identity of their own, 
where the poster itself is an art object and not used merely 
as a representational tool. It can stand on its own feet. 

To enjoy a sunny day in the summer, I recommend 
snacking near the Motlawa River, where there are 
several, small, outdoor restaurants. A must-try dish is 
Pierogi: it looks like pithe, which we have in Bengal, 
but is a savoury dumpling stu$ed with potatoes, cheese, 
sauerkraut, and mushrooms. Like the chicken rolls of 
Kolkata, the secret to a great Pierogi lies in the dough.

More than trying to study Gdansk and its people,  
I was looking for impressions of Poland. Ultimately,  
I was happy with its mystery.” n

“The streets buzz 
with small bars 

and cafés and the 
nights are long. 
Eastern Europe 

has one of the 
wildest night clubs 
in the world, and 
the party scenes 

can be quite 
intimidating if one 
is not used to them.”

group of 20-somethings singing and dancing on the road at 
3 %.&.. Eastern Europe has one of the wildest night clubs in 
the world, and the party scenes can be quite intimidating if 
one is not used to them. I visited Wolnosc, B90, and the 
Tkacka Music Club, all of which were a riot. But there are 
also many breweries and wine bars to visit, as well as live jazz 
performances at bars and open concerts to keep you 
entertained. Bruderschaft Pub, Iluzja, and Flisak 76 are some 
of the popular bars, and Festiwal Jazz Jantar is one of the 
biggest jazz events in Gdansk. Brovarnia Gdansk is a 
beautiful brewery you must visit:  built in 1690, it is situated 
on the bank of Motlawa River on Szafarnia Street.

In Poland, jazz is intertwined with its politics and through 
this, it has its own identity. In Stalinist Poland, jazz was 
banned and went underground. From the ’80s onwards,  
a more avant-garde style became popular in Poland called 
Yass. During this time, jazz groups would perform on stage 
in strange costumes (where the secret police would also be 

Impressions of 
Gda!sk, 

Poland. 2015, 
photographed 
by Ronny Sen, 

(TARQ)

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

S 
BY

 R
O

N
N

Y 
SE

N
!T

AR
Q

BazaarESCAPE


	1_HB Cover Janhvi June2021
	2-3_Gemfields_HarpersBazaar_InsideCover_02_PRINT
	4-5_HB-Contents JJ21 RR
	6-7_HB-Contents JJ21 RR
	8-9_HB-Editor's Letter+Masthead
	10-11_HB Contributors JJ21_R
	12-13_HB-B&W Avani Fashion Zunaili_R 1
	14-15_HB-B&W Avani Fashion Zunaili_R 2
	16-17_HB-B&W Avani Fashion Zunaili_R 3
	18-19_HB-B&W Avani Fashion Zunaili_R 4
	20-21_HB-B&W Avani Fashion Zunaili_R 5
	22-23_HB-B&W Avani Fashion Zunaili_R 6
	24-25_HB-B&W Avani Fashion Zunaili_R 7
	26-27_HB-Lust List+HB Slip On Shoes RRR
	28-29_HB Authentic Mood R+Wish List
	30-31_HB Stripes R+Wait List
	32-33_HB Polkas Dots R+Why Dont You
	34-35_HB Tuxedo Jacket R+Must Haves
	36-37_HB Turn Black+BW Florals R
	38-39_HB LBD R
	40-41_HB LBD R 2
	42-43_HB Style News June 21 R
	44-45_HB Accessories June 21 R 1
	46-47_HB Accessories June 21 R 2
	48-49_HB Accessories June 21 R 3
	50-51_HB Accessories June 21 R 4
	52-53_HB Accessories June 21 R 5
	54-55_HB -Anupriya Jewellery Shoot 1
	56-57_HB -Anupriya Jewellery Shoot 2_R
	58-59_HB -Anupriya Jewellery Shoot 3_R
	60-61_HB Watches Jewellery Opener & Shoot_RRR 1
	62-63_HB Watches Jewellery Opener & Shoot_RR 2
	64-65_HB Watches Jewellery Opener & Shoot_RR 3
	66-67_HB-100 Years of Coco Chanel 
	68-69_HB-LV Jewellery lift RR
	70-71_Promo Asian Paints RR
	72-73_HB-Bazaar at Work Opener June 21 R
	74-75_HB-Bazaar at Work June 21_RR
	76-77_HB-Bazaar at Work June 21_RRR
	78-79_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 1
	80-81_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 2
	82-83_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 3
	84-85_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 4
	86-87_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 5
	88-89_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 6
	90-91_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 7
	92-93_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 8
	94-95_Talking Points June 21 Reworked 1_RR 9
	96-97_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 1
	98-99_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 2
	100-101_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 3
	102-103_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 4
	104-105_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 5
	106-107_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 6
	108-109_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 7
	110-111_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 8
	112-113_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 9
	114-115_Cover story Arjun Janhvi_RR 10
	116-117_HB Poets Apr21 R
	118-119_HB Poets Apr21 R
	120-121_HB-Dress to Protest_R
	122-123_HB-Dress to Protest_R
	124-125_HB-The Family Ties_R
	126-127_HB-Black & White Devanshi
	128-129_HB-Black & White Devanshi
	130-131_HB-Black & White Devanshi
	132-133_HB-Black & White Devanshi
	134-135_HB-Black & White Devanshi
	136-137_HB-Black & White Devanshi
	138-139_HB-PRANAY BLACK AND WHITE SHOOT R
	140-141_HB-PRANAY BLACK AND WHITE SHOOT R
	142-143_HB-PRANAY BLACK AND WHITE SHOOT R
	144-145_HB-PRANAY BLACK AND WHITE SHOOT R
	146-147_HB-PRANAY BLACK AND WHITE SHOOT R
	148-149_HB-PRANAY BLACK AND WHITE SHOOT R
	150-151_HB-Fashion Middle East
	152-153_HB-Fashion Middle East
	154-155_HB-Fashion Middle East
	156-157_HB-Fashion Middle East
	158-159_HB-Fashion Middle East
	160-161_HB-Fashion Middle East
	162-163_HB-Zunaili Beauty Model Shoot_Radhika
	164-165_HB-Zunaili Beauty Model Shoot_Radhika
	166-167_HB-Zunaili Beauty Model Shoot_Radhika
	168-169_HB-Zunaili Beauty Model Shoot_Radhika
	170-171_HB-Zunaili Beauty Model Shoot_Radhika
	172-173_HB-Zunaili Beauty Model Shoot_Radhika
	174-175_HB-Creme De La Creme-MEGHNA
	176-177_HB-Creme De La Creme-MEGHNA
	178-179_HB-Eat Well Look Good-MEGHNA
	180-181_HB-Eat Well Look Good-MEGHNA
	182-183_HB-Charcoal Beauty-MEGHNA
	184-185_HB-Alasa Bombay R
	186-187_HB Beauty News-FINAL-MEGHNA R
	188-189_HB-Travel
	190-191_HB-Travel
	192-193_HB-Travel
	194-195_How Bazaar JJ21
	196_How Bazaar JJ21

